Management of hepatitis B immunizations and blood exposure incidents in primary care.
To investigate how well primary care health care workers, with no access to an occupational health service (OHS), have managed their hepatitis B immunizations and blood exposure incidents, compared with National Health Service Trust staff, with access to an OHS. A questionnaire was sent to 78 general practitioners (GPs), 93 general practice nurses, 81 NHS Trust consultants and 88 NHS Trust community nurses, in the Airedale area of West Yorkshire in June 2001. The response rate was 80%. GPs were significantly less likely than consultants to have received a hepatitis B booster vaccination after their primary course (57 versus 80%, P < 0.009) and significantly less likely to have had their blood anti-HBs test checked after their last vaccination (74 versus 94%, P < 0.011). General practice nurses were significantly less likely to fill in a blood exposure incident form after an injury than community nurses (56 versus 91%, P < 0.006). Overall, the group with access to an OHS was significantly more likely to have received a hepatitis B booster (P < 0.036), have had a blood anti-HBs test after last vaccination (P < 0.010) and to have filled in a blood exposure incident form after last blood exposure (P < 0.033), than the group without access to an OHS. Any future OHS with responsibility for primary care, should consider calling in all GPs and general practice nurses for a review of their hepatitis immunity and for education regarding the management of blood exposure incidents.